Components of early maternal environment affecting the predisposition to catalepsy.
Reciprocal pup substitution (cross-fostering) in cataleptic GC (designated so by the initials of words "genetic" and "catalepsy") and control Wistar females resulted in attenuation of cataleptic predisposition in GC rats fostered by Wistar foster-mothers. The latter demonstrate a more intense maternal care than GC females. There was a significant negative correlation between the frequency of mother staying in nest and the duration of pinch-induced catalepsy in pups fostered by her. In the home-cage retrieval test, the females of the strains compared showed a significant dependence of the latencies of approach to, and retrieval of, pups on their own and the pups' genotype.